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Principal’s Message 
Welcome Back to School! 

Hello Parents and Guardians! 

 I hope that you all had a wonderful summer!  It went by so fast and now it’s 

time to start the 2017-18 school year.  I am so excited to be leading Severn this school year 

and I am really looking forward to all of the awesome things that we have planned for 

your child this school year! 

 Severn is ready to continue on the journey of success!  You are an essential part 

of that learning, so I encourage you to get involved as much as possible in the school.  

There are many ways that you can do this.  The first way is to join the PTA.  The PTA will 

be signing up members at the Ice Cream Social on August 31st.  We hope to get as many 

members signed up as possible.  The PTA does so many amazing things for our school and 

the more members and volunteers that we have, the more beneficial that these 

opportunities are for our children.  You can also get involved by volunteering in the 

classroom and in the school.  I encourage you to come and visit your child’s classroom as 

much as possible to help out the teacher.  We also hope to see you all at the numerous 

community events that we have scheduled throughout the school year.  Thank you for 

your support!     

 I would like to take this opportunity to introduce a few new staff members to 

Severn Elementary this school year.  We are very excited for them to be joining our team!  

Emily Urps will be teaching in first grade and she is joining us from Brock Bridge 

Elementary School in Laurel.  Casey Wayson will be teaching in third grade and she is 

coming from Texas. Erin Butzner will be teaching in fourth grade and she is a recent 

graduate from Towson University.  Please join us in welcoming these new staff members 

to Severn!  

 We have many events coming up in September.  Thank you for joining us on 

Thursday, August 31st from 5-7 pm for our annual Ice Cream Social.  On Monday, 

September 18th from 6:30-8 pm, we will have our Back-to-School Night.  September 20th, 

2017, we will be having our first PTA meeting at 6:30pm. During this event, you will have 

the opportunity to hear about the learning that your child will engage in this school year 

and get all questions about the upcoming year answered. 

 Thank you again for being a partner in the education of your child!  We truly 

value this partnership and look forward to a fantastic school year at Severn Elementary! 

Sincerely,  

Heather Garris 

Severn Elementary School         
Principal:   Heather Garris              

Assistant Principal: Laura Taylor 

838 Reece Road                   

Severn, MD 21144                   

August/September 2017 

@SevernESAACPS 

 

 

    

Calendar Events 
   

September 5th                       

Welcome Back!                              

 1st Day of School 1st – 5th Grades 

 Kindergarten Conferences 

 Pre-Kindergarten Conferences 

September 6th & 7th 

•Kindergarten Conferences 

 Pre-Kindergarten Conferences 

September 7th, 8th & 11th 

 Kindergarten Staggered Entrance 

 Pre-Kindergarten Staggered 

Entrance 

September 12th 

 First Day for all Kindergarten 

September 13th 

 First Day for all Pre-Kindergarten 

 Instrument Forms Due (3rd-5th) 

September 14th 

 School Spirit Day/Assembly 

   Wear School Colors 

September 15th 

 Hispanic Heritage Month Begins 

September 18th 

 Back to School Night – 6:30 – 8:00 

PM 

September 20th 

 PTA Meeting – 6:30 pm 

September 25th 

Green School Fundraiser Begins 

September 29th 

 School spirit Day – Wear Jerseys 

 Federal Survey Forms Sent Home 

 

 

  



 

Severn Elementary School Monthly Newsletter Page 2 

 

 

      Welcome to New Staff! 

 

Emily Urps – 1st Grade 

Casey Wayson – 3rd Grade 

Erin Butzner – 4th Grade 

Janay Jones – Custodian 

Jalessia Stephens – Media T/A 

 

 
Arrival Procedures 

 

     Students are not permitted to enter the 

building before 8:05 AM.  Students being 

dropped off by a parent should arrive between 

7:50 and 8:00 AM. 

     All students are to go straight to their 

classrooms during arrival. 

     Students arriving after 8:25 AM will need to 

report to the office with a parent to be signed in. 

All students are considered tardy at 8:25 AM 

and must report to the office to be signed in by 

a parent and receive a late pass. 

     Thank you for making sure your child 

arrives in the building safely and under your 

supervision.  Once in the building, we will 

make sure your child arrives to class. 

 

School Hours 

Pre- Kindergarten AM - 8:25 AM – 11:00 AM  

   PM - 12:15 PM – 2:50 PM 

Grades K through 5 8:25 AM – 2:50 PM 

 

Early Dismissal 

     Students are expected to remain in the school 

for the full day unless they should become ill. 

     If a student occasionally must be dismissed 

early for a medical or dental appointment, a 

note is required from the parent that morning.  

We are not able to accept phone calls.  The 

parent or individual picking up the student(s) 

must report to the office to “sign-out” the 

student(s).  Students will not be released to 

anyone without proper authorization and 

identification.  It is required that anyone picking 

up a child has a picture ID with them.  This is a 

regulation of A.A. County Public Schools.  The 

care and safety of your children is important to 

us. 

     In order to prevent disruption to instruction, 

early dismissal between 2:30 and 2:50 PM must 

be approved with a doctor’s note. 

We appreciate your cooperation. 

 

 
Parent’s Request to Administer 

Medication at School 

 
     Students who are required to take prescribed 

medication must have a physician and 

parent/guardian complete an authorization 

form before any medication can be taken in 

school. Medicines may not be kept in desks, 

cubbies, clothing, lunch boxes, school bags, etc. 

This includes medication as simple as cough 

drops. All medication will be kept in the health 

room. A form can be found in this newsletter. 
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Emergency Notification Card 

Please fill out this form in its entirety and return 

by Friday, September 8th.  Kindergarten forms 

are due by September 15th. These forms are 

extremely important because they update 

information needed by the school office and 

health room staff for contacting someone if a 

child should become ill or has an accident.  

Please notify the office during the school year of 

any changes at 410-551-6220. 

 

 

Vision and Hearing Screening 

 

All students in pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, 

first, fourth, students new to AACPS, and 

students referred by teachers or parents will be 

screened for vision and hearing on November 

1st and November 15th.   

 

Altered School Schedules 

     There are times throughout the school year 

when the school schedule will be altered due to 

inclement weather or emergency situations.  For 

instance, Maryland sometimes experiences 

extreme weather conditions, such as a heavy 

snow or temperature in excess of 95.  It is 

always wise to check to see if there is an early 

school closing. The school system realizes that 

altered schedules interrupt instructional 

programs and may inconvenience parents. 

However, there are times when it is necessary to 

make decisions based on the health, safety and 

welfare of the students.  Parents are asked to 

provide alternative student supervision plans in 

advance.  

     When the weather is less than desirable, but 

safe for school bus transportation, schools will 

be operating as usual and no announcement 

will be broadcast on the radio stations. Should it 

be necessary to alter school schedules, 

announcements will be broadcast on major 

radio and television stations and on the AACPS 

Website. 

Be sure that your child knows what to do and 

where to go in the case of an early closing.  

 

Guidelines for Parental Custody Issues 

     When it comes to custody situations, schools 

can sometimes get caught in the middle of 

conflicting parental decisions.  

     To clarify the position of Anne Arundel 

County Public Schools on custody situations, 

countywide guidelines have been developed for 

administrators to follow.  In general, the 

guidelines call for all school-related information 

to be shared with the parent designated as 

custodian according to a court order. 

     The non-custodial parent has the right to 

review student records and be informed about 

the student’s educational progress.  However, 

the non-custodial parent may not visit the child 

in school nor take the child from school unless a 

court order or written consent of the custodial 

parent stipulates otherwise.  

     If parents have joint custody, both 

individuals have the right to review student 

records, visit the child, and take the child from 

school, according to details of the court order.  

Please bring any custody orders to the main 

office, so the school is aware of how to proceed.   
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Requests for Exceptional Transportation 

     Requests for exceptional transportation, 

which involve riding a bus other than the one 

normally assigned to a student, will require 

conditional approval by the school principal 

and final approval from the Supervisor of 

Transportation. Exceptional transportation is 

not provided beyond the designated school’s 

attendance area.  

1. Parent(s) work and student(s) go(es) to a 

baby-sitter’s home on an everyday basis.  

2. The name, address, and telephone 

number of the babysitter, daycare center, 

or parent to which the student will be 

transported. 

3. Number of the bus that you are 

requesting to ride and the designated 

stop.   

     There are emergency situations, such as 

sudden illness or death of a family member 

which may justify temporary transportation to 

and/or from another home within a school’s 

area.  These arrangements will require 

conditional approval of the school principal 

who will then notify in writing the involved bus 

driver.  When possible, these requests should be 

made at least one day in advance.  Bus drivers 

have been instructed not to transport 

unassigned students unless they are officially 

notified in writing by the principal or the 

Transportation Division of the school system’s 

central office.  

     Situations which are not approved for 

exceptional transportation are: 

1. Scout or club meeting  

2. Music lessons 

3. Doctor or Dental appointments 

4. Visiting a friend’s home 

 

 

Before and After Care 

 

Anne Arundel County 

School Age Child Care (SACC)  

Recreation & Parks 

Main Office:  1 Harry S. Truman Parkway 

                        Suite 105 

                        Annapolis, MD 21401 

                        Office: 410-222-7856 

                        Fax: 410-222-4478 

Before and After Location @ Severn, 7am to 6pm 

Severn SACC Office:  410-551-7479 

 

Video Camera System 

 

     Severn Elementary School is equipped with a 

video camera system.  It covers selected interior 

and exterior public portions of the building and 

grounds.  It is NOT monitored constantly, but is 

monitored during emergency situations.  

During certain events, when the safety or 

security of students may be in question, 

authorized personnel from local, state, or 

federal police or fire emergency units may be 

given access to view images projected on the 

camera system.  If you have any questions 

about the system, you should call the 

Supervisor of School Security at 410-222-5083. 
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Lockers 

     Each student will be assigned a locker. 

However, please remind children that they are 

not to keep valuables or money in them. 

     The principal, assistant principal or school 

security guard of a public school may make a 

search of the physical plant of the school and its 

appurtenances including the lockers of 

students. (AACPS Policy Code 902.06, IV.B.) 

2017-18 Lunch Program 

     All students will be required to enter their 

six-digit identification number (SIF) to purchase 

school meals and /or a la carte items. 

     The following school meal prices have been 

approved for the school year 2017-2018 year. 

Lunch, (Full Price, Elementary Schools)        

$2.75 

Lunch, (Reduced-Price, All Schools)               

$0.40 

Milk-1/2 pint, (A La Carte, All Schools)         

$0.55 

Students Eligible for Free and Reduced Price 

Meals 

Federal regulation mandates that children 

approved for free or reduced price meals as of 

June 2017 will continue to be eligible until 

October 2, 2017. 

A child is not eligible to receive Free/Reduced 

Price Meals after the above date if the 2017/2018 

Meal Benefit Application has not been received 

and approved by Food and Nutrition Services.  

Free/Reduced Meal forms can be completed on 

the AACPS website (www.aacps.org). 

 

Lost and Damaged Books 

 

     All texts and necessary instructional 

materials required are purchased by the Board 

of Education for student use.  Students are 

expected to take good care of all school supplies 

and equipment. Pupils should have book covers 

on all books assigned to them.  A reasonable fee 

for lost or damaged books will be assessed in 

accordance with Board of Education policy.  

PTA NEWS 

PTA meetings for the 2017-2018 school 

year will be held on the 3rd Wednesday 

of each month (except for October, 

when the meeting will be held on 

October 25th).  The first PTA meeting of 

the year will be held on Wednesday, 

September 20th from 6:30 – 8:00 PM.  

Parent/Guardians will have the 

opportunity to join the PTA at the Ice 

Cream Social on Thursday, August 31st 

from 5:00 – 7:00 PM, and at Back to 

School Night on Monday, September 

18th at 6:30 PM.  Dues are $10.00 per 

person. 

The first PTA fundraiser will be Chick-Fil-A 

Calendars and discount card. 

Please support us by joining the PTA! 
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